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Welcome to the Dirt Karting of Australia Officials Training Manual.

This document has been developed to provide a clear and practical overview of the Dirt Karting
of Australia Rule Book, along with key information and guidance to support you in your role as
an official. Whether you are new to officiating or looking to refresh your knowledge, this
resource is designed to help build your confidence and understanding of the expectations and
responsibilities of Dirt Karting of Australia officials.

This manual serves as both a learning tool and a reference guide, offering valuable notes,
examples, and resources that you can refer to throughout your officiating journey.

We thank you for taking on this important role. Your commitment helps ensure that our sport
continues to be safe, fair, and enjoyable for all participants.

Benefits of Officiating

e Beclose tothe action

e Meet and work with a diverse group of people

e Be part of a supportive and collaborative team

e Make a meaningful contribution to your Club and the sport

e Receive training to grow your skills and knowledge whilst gaining new experiences
e Opendoors to officiate at higher-level events

e Gain life skills that are respected and valued by employers

Purpose

The purpose of the National Officiating Program is to:

e Equip Dirt Karting of Australia officials with the skills to ensure consistency in decision-
making

e Build confidence and understanding to adjudicate within the Dirt Karting of Australia
Rules

e Promote fairness, safety, and integrity across all levels of competition

e Support the ongoing development and professionalism of Dirt Karting of Australia
officials

Rights of Dirt Karting of Australia Officials

To work in an environment where their health and safety are prioritised

To be treated with respect and fairness by competitors, clubs, and fellow officials

To be appointed to a level of competition appropriate to their competence and experience
To access ongoing development through training and hands-on experience at Dirt Karting of
Australia events

e To be supported by the Dirt Karting of Australia Rule Book, Constitution, Regulations, and
Policies (Full suite of documents available at https://dirtkartingaustralia.com.au )

Code of Ethics

¢ Place safety and welfare above all else

¢ Accept responsibility for all actions taken

¢ Be impartial, fair and act with integrity

¢ Avoid any situation which may lead to a conflict of interest
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* Be courteous, respectful and open to interaction
* Be positive role models in behaviour and respect
¢ Maintain equal opportunity and harassment-free sport practice

Workplace Health & Safety Principals

Dirt Karting of Australia’s key principles to Workplace Safety are:

1.
2.

3.
4.

All people, involved in Dirt Karting of Australia, should have the highest level of protection
Those who manage areas that may prove a risk, are responsible for eliminating or
minimising those risks

Officials should be proactive in promoting health and safety

In relation to health and safety issues, officials are required to report any issues identified to
the Chief Steward of the event. Such issues may then be escalated to the Club and/or Dirt
Karting of Australia.

Preparing for the Event

Before the event starts, you will be required to follow some simple steps, this will ensure that
you are ready to work safely.

¢ Attend the Event Registration and complete the sign in process

* Report to Chief Steward

¢ Attending the Officials & Drivers briefing

e Check work area, layout and facilities

¢ Check equipment

¢ Report anything unsatisfactory before competition starts

Personal Safety

An Officials Safety priorities are in the following order:
1. Yourself

2. Your Official Team

3. The driver

4.The spectator / pit crew

5. The kart

When you are volunteering as an Official, you should always:

Face oncoming traffic
Remain behind at least one barrier of protection at all times
Avoid leaning against fencing, gates and/or entry/exit points (where applicable)
Do not stand on or cross the racetrack whilst a race is in progress unless to assist with a
potential safety issue.
Be prepared even on warm up and slow down laps
Have an escape plan
Work as ateam
Think safe. Act safe. Go home safe. DO NOT BE A HERO!
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Official Roles & Responsibilities

Chief Steward

Be familiar with all rules of the current edition of the Dirt Karting of Australia Rule Book.
Conduct Officials Brief prior to commencement of race meeting.

Conduct Drivers Brief prior to commencement of race meeting.

Enforce the Rules of Racing as laid down by Dirt Karting of Australia.

Adjudicate over any disputation to arise during a race meeting.

Decide and impose penalties for any breach of the Dirt Karting of Australia Rule Book in line
with the Penalties Handbook.

Notify the Driver of any penalty imposed in the presence of a driver’s rep.

Prohibit from competing any Driver or kart which is considered to be dangerous as reported
by meeting officials.

Expel from the grounds any person(s) who refuses to obey the instructions of an official.
Postpone or alter the conditions of a competition for reasons of safety or ‘Force Majeure’.
Appoint temporary substitutes to replace Stewards unable to perform their duties.
Authorise alteration of the official program.

Accept a correction by a judge.

Allow a title or meeting to be declared after four heats for reasons of safety or ‘Force
Majeure.

The Chief Steward has the authority to instruct drivers to have their karts re-scrutineered in
the interest of safety or any other reason.

Complete appropriate forms and paperwork as required.

In theory, the Chief Steward does not need to see any of the racing, they rely on the other
officials fulfilling their roles and reporting back to the Chief Steward what they see happen
so the Chief Steward can make decisions and issue warnings or penalties as appropriate.
Liaise with Club Track Safety Officer prior to the commencement of the on-track events.
Ensure first aid is on site and ready before the commencement of the on-track events.

Corner Stewards

Be familiar with all rules of the current edition of the Dirt Karting of Australia Rule Book.
Report any indiscretions of the rule book to the Chief Steward for them to action/penalise.
Observe racing standards and report observations to the Chief Steward for them to
action/penalise.

Observe driver behaviours and report observations to the Chief Steward for them to
action/penalise.

Observe pit crew behaviours and report observations to the Chief Steward for them to
action/penalise.

Assist the Chief Steward as requested by the Chief Steward

Starter

Indicate to the Outgrid that the track is clear and the next race can enter the track.
Notify drivers to form up with crossed green and yellow flags.
Start and finish a race.
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In the Event of a false start or poor grid formation has the authority to send offending
driver/s to the rear of the field or allow the race to start and then report the offending
driver/s to the Chief Steward for them to action/penalise.

Assist with Stewarding when requested by the Chief Steward.

Communicate with the drivers through flags, lights, and boards as necessary.
Starter must hold a current steward accreditation.

Outgrid Officials

Be responsible for the organisation and control of the Outgrid.

Check that all karts have taken up the correct grid positions and are ready to enter the track
when requested.

Check that all Drivers are ready to form up into their grid position when the preceding event
has entered the last lap.

Send Drivers to the rear of the grid when they are deemed to be delaying the meeting.
Check that karts have the correct scrutineering identification displayed.

Notify the lap scorer(s) and Steward(s) of any alterations to the program as soon as
practical.

Allow karts to enter the track once signhalled to by the Starter

Ingrid Officials

Manage the track Ingrid area.

Ensure all karts enter the Ingrid in a safe, controlled manner.

Report any witnessed driver or pit crew behavioural indiscretions to the Chief Steward for
them to action/penalise.

Hold the drivers and their karts in the Ingrid following a race until released by the Chief
Steward.

Pass on Chief Steward messages regarding tear offs, numbers and transponders to drivers
as requested.

Conduct transponder checks as requested by the Chief Steward

Advise drivers if they are to report to the Chief Steward.

Scales Officials

Randomly check weights of karts (combined and maximum kart weight) in accordance with
Dirt Karting of Australia Rule Book during the course of a race meeting.

Check weights of karts (combined and maximum kart weight) in accordance with Dirt
Karting of Australia Rule Book during the course of a race meeting as requested by the Chief
Steward.

Report any weight indiscretions to the Chief Steward for them to action/penalise.

Drivers Representatives

Be available to receive any protest, query or complaint from a Driver. Ensure a driver under
18 years old taken to a steward is accompanied by parent/guardian.
Advise drivers when they are requested to be seen by the Chief Steward.
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e Accompany drivers when called to the Chief Steward.

e Be present, as an independent witness, to all conversations between the Chief Steward
and drivers.

e Provide independent witness statements to the Chief Steward if and when requested.

e Sign any form as required as a witness (including but not limited to the penalty charge form)

RULES OF RACING

Grids & Starting Positions

Rule 9.6 c) - Drivers can be sent to the rear of the grid when they are deemed to be delaying the
meeting.

HELPFUL TIP - Use a consistent marker. If any driver is not on their allocated
position on the outgrid by the white flag of the preceding race, the grid will be
adjusted with all other karts moved up
Rule 14 - If a nominated driver cannot make their dummy grid position, then the rest of the field
will be adjusted by moving all Drivers up one grid position accordingly. If Drivers fail to take up
their grid position once on the track, moving the row forward will close up the grid, unless ared
flag complete restart occurs, drivers will move up grid positions.

HELPFUL TIP - “If a nominated driver cannot make their dummy grid position,
then the rest of the field will be adjusted by moving all Drivers up one grid position
accordingly “applies for the Outgrid Official

EXAMPLE - if the kart starting out of pole position doesn’t show then the kart in
P2 moves to P1 and so forth.

Race Starting Procedure

Rule 14.5 - From the time karts are released from the grid until the start is given, Drivers are under
Starters order. The start shall be a rolling start. At the end of formation lap(s) Drivers will approach
start area at a consistent speed in 2 lines. No lights will be on during the approach stage. Karts must
maintain formation. If starter is not happy with procedure, he/she will switch on yellow light indicating
a further form-up lap.

Rule 14.6 - The pole position holder governs the speed of a rolling start. This speed shall not be
excessive as to make it difficult for the karts at the rear of the field to keep formation.

HELPFUL TIP — The Starter or Chief Steward may request a corner steward indicate to the driver/s
to obey rules. This may be indicating to slow down, or by pointing at a specific driver/drivers to

indicate they are being watched.
Rule 14.7 - No karts shall accelerate until the start signal is given

Rule 14.8 - No karts shall break formation until the start signal is given unless they break formation
and decelerate because of unforeseen circumstances.

Rule 14.9 To be classified a starter a Driver must face the starter and receive the green flag/light.

Rule 14.10 A restart will occur when:
a) 3 or more of the field stops in the first corner following the start of the race.
b) A kart rollover occurs in which case Rule 14.15 shall apply.

HELPFUL TIP = For 14.10a refer to First Corners Section below.
Rule 17.1 0@ Crossed Green and Yellow — Form up for Race Start
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HELPFUL TIP — Corner Stewards can be a helpful set of eyes for the Starter. If you notice a driver
suffering mechanical issues or having issues maintaining pace with the field during form up laps,

call this through to the Starter and/or Chief Steward.
First Corners

First Corner Markers

Requirements of first corner markers are set out in the Dirt Karting of Australia Track Operations
Manual (TOM)

Must have identification for the end of the first corner for the purpose of restarts. This
identification must be defined by a cone on the infield and an obvious marker on the
outside of the track and announced at the drivers briefing

First Corner Incidents

Rule 14.10 - A restart will occur when:
a) 3 or more of the field stops in the first corner following the start of the race.
b) A kart rollover occurs in which case Rule 14.15 shall apply.

HELPFUL TIP — Corner Stewards often play a crucial role in determining if 3 or more karts have
stopped before the first corner markers.

Remember for a restart to occur a minimum of 3 karts must have come to a complete stop before
the first corner markers

Racing Room & Kart Contact

Rule 14.12 - A Driver who causes a kart to make contact with another kart or who drives or acts in a
manner that could endanger them or any other persons may be penalised.

Rule 14.13 - A Driver that is deemed to have deliberately displaced or spun out a fellow competitor
shall receive: A penalty of exclusion of race meeting for first offence. Second offence in a 12-month
period shall be 3 months suspension and any subsequent offence within a 12-month period shall be a
12-month suspension

Remember in dirt racing contact will occur. But it is the corner stewards’ job to assist the Chief
Steward in determining when unnecessary contact has occurred, and a penalty applied.

Things to consider when determining if a pass is considered safe and when does the kart
making the pass have the right of way?

e |sthere room to make the move without going over the windrow or off track? Would the kart
making the pass have remained on the track if the contact had not of occurred.

e Kart must be visible to the other driver (i.e. past the driver’s line of sight or past the driver’s
helmet)

e The passing move must not displace the other kart.

e Was the contact avoidable?

e Hasthe kart on the outside moved down or has the kart on the inside moved up causing the
contact.

e How much overlap is acceptable before one driver has to give way to another driver?

o Any overlap no matter how small?
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o Frontwheels of the kart attempting to make the pass being in front of the other
drivers helmet before the other driver starts to turn?

o Frontwheels of the kart attempting to make the pass being in front of the other kart’s
front wheels before the other driver starts to turn in???

o Whenis a pass considered complete and when does the kart making the pass has
right of way??

o The Chief Steward should explain this expectation at both the Officials Brief and
Drivers Brief. If the corner steward is unclear then ask!

Key elements that define deliberate contact include:

¢ Intent: The contact is made purposefully, rather than as a result of a genuine racing
incident.

e Avoidability: The driver had the opportunity to minimise the contact contact but chose not
to.

o Unnecessary nature: The contact serves no racing purpose and is not part of fair,
competitive driving.

o Indicators —where they any indicators that made you believe it was deliberate (i.e. looking
at the driver before making the contact)

Red Flags

Arace will be stopped by way of red flags and/or red lights after any roll over or suspected injury
that may require medical treatment.

Rule 17.3- Red - In the event of a Red light/flag, the drivers shall raise their hand, reduce their

speed safely to a slow pace and return to the finish line, where they will stop to one

- side of the track. If the accident is between themselves and the finish line then they
must safely stop their kart and not pass the accident. A kart rollover will automatically
bring about a red flag

Rule 14.10 - A restart will occur when:
a) 3 or more of the field stops in the first corner following the start of the race.
b) A kart rollover occurs in which case Rule 14.15 shall apply.

Rule 14.15 - Any driver who as a result of a rollover or potentially serious injury shall not be able
to compete in any restart of that race, nor shall they be able to compete in any other immediate
class of racing, until they have been cleared by St John or State Ambulance Service or have
been observed for a minimum of 30 minutes by First Aid personnel to not have any residual
effects of rollover or injury. Any person refusing assessment by First Aid personnel will be
excluded from further participation in the race meeting and will be required to provide A.l.D.K.A
Secretary with a medical clearance from a recognised medical practitioner to confirm the
person is fit to compete in motorsport. Any person, who as a result of a rollover or potentially
serious injury (Red Flag/Race Stoppage), will not receive any points for that heat.

Rule 14.16 - Any driver that is

a) taken to hospital

b) suspected of a concussion type head injury by St Johns (or state) Ambulance Service or the
race meeting first aid in conjunction with the chief steward

will take no further part of that meeting, any other AIDKA race meetings or education days until
reviewed by a Medical Practitioner and a medical certificate produced to the AIDKA Secretary.
(Entry to be made into log book). Medical certificate must contain the words “fit to compete in
motorsport” All restarts are to go back to the lap prior to the incident causing the race stoppage.
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Only Drivers that are recorded as completing this lap will be eligible to restart provided they
have not been a kart which has rolled over or deemed to have caused the race stoppage.

HELPFUL TIP —The lap prior can be defined as being the last lap that the last placed running kart
on the lead lap was recorded completing that lap.

The restart line up and any other relevant restart information will be provided by the tower staff.

Rule 14.19 - Additional drivers involved in a race stoppage may be penalised at the discretion of
the Chief Steward at all AIDKA Events.

Rule 14.21 - If 2/3rds of the race has been completed, the race will be declared. Race results
will be the last completed lap. The kart(s) deemed the cause of a Race Stoppage will be
recorded as a non-finisher.

HELPFUL TIP — An Accident Report Form must be completed for every roll over, every injury and
every suspected or potential injury. Including but not limited to every red-light situation.

The Chief Steward will often ask the corner stewards, and starter to confirm what occurred in the
incident. It is important that this information is captured accurately so remember to write notes
about what occurred.

Scales & Weighting

Rule 21.2 - Itis the driver’s responsibility to ensure the combined kart and driver weight is
above minimum weight specified in Rule 21.1 for the nominated class. Scales shall be available
for drivers to use at all times. Officials may check kart weights or kart and driver combined
weight at any time during the race meeting.

Rule 21.3 - Competitors must weigh to the scales of the day. Should a competitor fail their first
(1st) weigh test they may request one additional test. This reading shall not be questioned and

will be considered correct. No further correspondence shall be entered into. Karts and Drivers

may be weighed at any time.

Rule 21.4 - A person who contravenes Rule 21.1(Table) will be guilty of an offence and be liable
to penalty. The offence shall be Appendix “C” Penalty C (loss of points for heat).

Class Combined Weight
Midgets/Rookies No combined weight
J Junior Light 95kg
J Junior Heavy 115kg
KT Light 120kg
KT Medium 140kg
KT Heavy 160kg
KT Twin 160kg
Statesman 140kg
125cc Light 140kg
125cc Medium 160kg
125cc Heavy 180kg
100cc Open 140kg
200cc Open 160kg
Outlaw 175kg

Officials Training Manual Module 1_June 2026



Rule 21.5 - Maximum kart weight can only be determined before the start of the race as the kart is
presented on the out grid. An official, weigh Marshall or Driver can request that mud be scraped from
a kart before or after weighing if they think it will have an effect on the weight of the kart or combined
weight. The driver only with the use of a scraper has up to 2 minutes with the presence of an official to
remove any excess dirt. If the kart fails to comply the driver will be excluded from the race.

Junior Classes

A J Junior driver may race in 1 weight class only on the day.

Maximum kart weight for J Junior Heavy when a Light Class is offered shall be 70kg or a combined
weight of 105kgs when a light class is not offered.

KT Classes
Maximum Kart weight for KT Medium and KT Heavy classes when a Light class is offered shall be
75kg

125cc Classes

Maximum Kart weight for 125cc Medium and 125cc Heavy when a Light Class is offered shall be
85kg. If numbers do not allow for 3 split classes, then clubs may elect to run 125cc Light and
Combined class at 160kg or Combine all classes at 150kg. No maximum kart weight when all classes
are combined.

Rule 21.7 - No additional weight is to be carried on person. Penalty to be imposed, immediate
loss of licence for up to 3 months.

Rule 20.1(f) - Rib vest must be designed specifically for kart use and may not exceed 2kg. No other
form of vest is to be worn whilst racing.

Use of Hands and Feet

Rule 14.14 (a) - No kart shall be restarted during the running of a race once the race has been
started. No use of feet, hands or any part of the body is allowed. Assistance of any kind to restart
karts during a race is not allowed.

Rule 14.14 (b) - Clutch driven karts are exempt provided the driver has not left the seated
position and assistance is not received to restart. If the kart does not start immediately and
move under its own power, it must be removed from the track as per all classes.

Rule 14.14 (c) - Once a race has been started and you assist another kart to continue racing,
you and the other kart will be excluded from that heat.

Rule 14.14 (d) - Any driver that continues to attempt to restart their kart with field approaching
for the next lap will be penalised.

Rule 14.14 (e) - Rookie class can only be restarted on the first lap unless there are less than 10
karts participating and if it can be safely done.

Rule 14.14 (f) - Midget class can be restarted if it can be safely done.

HELPFUL TIP —If two karts come together and Kart A is on top of Kart B, if Kart A uses his hands or

feet to free themselves. Kart B would be deemed to have received outside assistance, and both
karts should be deemed non finishers.

Similarly, if Kart A removes their kart from the track, and Kart B drives off, Kart B would be deemed

to have received outside assistance and would be deemed a non-finisher.
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Behaviour

Rule 11.3 - No Driver, crew or participant shall verbally or physically abuse or intimidate an
official or fellow competitor, crew, or participant. Any person acting in this manner will be guilty
of an offence and shall surrender their Logbook and be liable to a penalty as per Rule 11.8.

HELPFUL TIP — Every person has different tolerances for intimidation, as officials we have a
responsibility to ensure that all participants feel safe and comfortable at all times. If any
participant feels intimidated in any way, we (as officials) have a responsibility to act on it, whether
it be a verbal warning, written warning or penalty.

Rule 11.4 - Any AIDKA licence holder or affiliated Official at any sanctioned AIDKA event will
conduct themselves in a professional sportsman like manner at all times. This is particularly
important when in the presence of members of the public. Any person found guilty of this
offence could be liable to a penalty as per rule 11.8.

HELPFUL TIP —This can include obscene or inappropriate gestures and body language.

Rule 11.5 - Australian Independent Dirt Kart Association encourages good sportsmanship at all
levels of competition. AIDKA Codes of Conduct must be adhered to by all members. Please
refer to AIDKA code of conduct. Any person found guilty of this offence could be liable to a
penalty as per rule 11.8.

Rule 11.6 - If a Driver, crew or participant is excluded from an event, they have 30 minutes to
pack up their belongings and depart the premises. A Drivers Representative or appointed
Official must be present during this 30-minute period.

Rule 11.8 - Penalty for any behaviour rule shall be:
First offence suspended from any organised AIDKA race meeting or sanctioned event for:

a) A minimum period of 3 months/ up to 6 months for physical abuse or,

b) Up to 3 months for verbal abuse, unsportsmanlike behaviour or breaching AIDKA Code of
Conduct.

For any subsequent offence of any Behaviour rule, suspension from any organised AIDKA race

meeting or sanctioned event for:

a) 12 months for physical abuse; or,

b) a minimum period of 3 months/ up to 12 months for verbal abuse, unsportsmanlike
behaviour or breaching AIDKA Code of Conduct

Rule 11.10 - Senior Drivers will be responsible for the behaviour of their respective Pit Crews
including crew members that have gained access to the pits with a casual pit pass. Any violation
will be charged directly to the Driver &/or crew.

HELPFUL TIP — One thing to consider is if the driver has the ability to stop or control the behaviour
of their pit crew (i.e. where they on track at the time of the incident)

Rule 11.11 - Junior Drivers shall not be responsible for any adult involved with them. That adult
will be responsible for their own behaviour.

Officials Training Manual Module 1_June 2026



Officials Brief

The Official’s Brief is the time for all officials to make sure that all official points are covered. It
also sets the Chief Stewards expectations on how they would like the event run.

The Chief Steward will introduce everyone and advise what their roles and responsibilities are.

Itis a vital part of the race event and is a great opportunity for any of the official’s teams to ask
questions about how the event will be run.

Drivers Brief

The Driver’s Brief is the opportunity to set the tone for the race meeting and run through the
Chief Steward and Official Teams expectations.

The Chief Steward should cover off the following points.

e Thank all drivers for supporting the club and attending the event.
e Introducing the event officials.
e Procedure for the starts
e Pole sitter sets areasonable pace but can still not accelerate (that means to
increase speed) until the green is given.
¢ All other karts must hold formation.
e Point out the first corner markers.
e Expectations with regards to racing room and what the stewards expect to see.
e The Officials Team should always try and avoid comments like “If you do such and such,
X, ¥, zwill be the penalty”. You can quickly lose credibility.
e Try comments like “as a stewarding group such and such is what we will be looking for”
e |tis always good to remind everyone that we are all there in our leisure time, doing what
we love with friends and family that we care about. Let’s enjoy the race meeting for what
itis, our free time.
e Covering any other points the Chief Steward feel is relevant for the event.

Radio Communications

Following each race the Chief Steward will ask for each corner steward to call in. Best practise
is to callin, in the direction order.

If you have nothing to report it is a matter of simply saying “All Clear”.
However, if you do have something to call through the best practise if:

1. The kart numbers of the karts involved (victim and offender). Remember we only ever take in
kart numbers and not driver names.

Type of contact (i.e. front to side, pod on pod)

Result of the contact (i.e. kart displaced and lost 2 positions, DNF)

Summary of the incident that occurred.

Some Chief Stewards will also like to know what lap number the incident occurred on
Remember to write this information down as best you can when the incident occurs. Don’t
leave it to post race.

ook WD

Itis important for a clear concise description of the incident with the correct kart numbers to be
provided if the Chief Steward is to hand down a penalty.
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If you didn’t see the incident or are not clear on what occurred or that kart numbers, that is
totally ok, after all we are only human.

Stewarding Reports

One of the vital roles of a Chief Steward is completing the Stewarding Paperwork.

The forms are an important part in helping the association record information, so please take
the time to correctly and accurately fill them out. The data captured on every form is collated
into a master report for future statistical analysis, so your efforts in completing the forms
correctly are not a waste of time. Your assistance here is greatly appreciated.

This is why providing concise and accurate accounts of what occurred is so important.

The Stewarding Forms are available on the Dirt Karting of Australia website, however will be
covered in greater details in the Stewards Training Module 2.

Next Steps

Thank you for taking the time to read the Level 1 Stewards Training Manual.

To complete your accreditation, please download and retain this document as a reference guide
for when you are officiating at events.

You must then complete the online questionnaire. Upon successful completion, a certificate
will be emailed to you, and your accreditation will be added to your licence in due course.

To maintain your accreditation, you will be required to actively officiate at events. Failure to
remain active may result in your accreditation being removed.

Once accredited, you will be eligible to officiate at any AIDKA event in all official positions,
excluding the positions of Chief Steward and Starter.
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